[E3E=T-
Ch) 1l 3 = MBS
20 rh b TR REORE 1/ 20, 7 rh ok T B
1/20 Scale model, Hokkiji three-story pagoda
Mid-20th century. Collection of Takenaka Carpentry Tools Museum
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Tenpyd culture and architecture
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1/20 Scale model, Yumedono, Horyaji Toin
Mid-20th century. Collection of Takenaka Carpentry Tools Museum
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During the era the capital was in Nara, the splendid ‘Tenpyd culture’
flourished due to the establishment of a centralized system of govern-
ment and importation of Tang culture. This influence extended to archi-
tecture; due to the operation of large temple complexes starting with the
Great Buddha Hall at Todaiji—a colossal national project—along with
Yakushiji, Kofukuji, and Téshodaiji, many masterpieces remain, and this

era is known as the golden age of Japanese architectural history.
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