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Junzé Yoshimura and America

Michiyo Okabe (Director / Chief curator, Gallery A%)

In August 2023, I visited the Raymond Farm in New Hope, which was owned by Noémi and
Antonin Raymond, where Junzo Yoshimura once spent time. This farm is about an hour’s
drive from Pennsylvania Station along a wooded road leading to the countryside. This was
where Junzo Yoshimura, at Antonin’s request, lived for 14 months from 1940. The farm and
studio were the residence of Noémi and Antonin Raymond, who renovated the farmhouse
and barn to serve as a studio in the manner of Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesen Fellowship. Here
interns trained and directly experienced farming. Apprentices in the office not only worked on
the farm, but also absorged architecture through living and working in the studio. It was not
only a place to learn the profession, but also a means of gaining exposure to the Raymonds’
views on nature and life while working together outside on sunny days and inside reading on
rainy days. Their home (studio), originally built as a sturdy Quaker house on a hill withstand
the forces of nature, was renovated by the Raymonds’ in a wooden post-and-beam frame style
for the interior, fitted with Japanese fusuma, and the wide glass openings, were fitted with
shoji screens made in and sent from Japan. These shoji screens were introduced to Raymond
by Yoshimura as an example of traditional Japanese design.

Shortly after my arrival, I was greeted by Charlotte, the Raymonds’ granddaughter. Having
inherited her grandparents’ philosophy, she chose to live on the family farm and has somce
opened the complex to the public as an artist’s residence and farm center as a place to pass
on architectural skills and engage in cultural exchange through activities such as workshops
on replacing shoji and fusuma sliding doors. Thanks to these efforts, the building has been
preserved in almost the same condition as it was when Yoshimura lived there.

The dining room area and the accompanying wooden terrace, which leads to the garden,
appear to be an extension. Even the chairs and wooden fixtures for wrapping the watering
hose are elaborately designed, revealing the user’s sensibility in various details of the living
space. Charlotte’s special lunch of freshly picked vegetables evoked scenes of the past when
Yoshimura would talk with Noémi and sit around the table with the staff.

This exhibition traces the vision that runs through both the “egalitarian and free modern
life in America” that Yoshimura saw before World War IT and the “Japanese view of nature and
minimalism” that he introduced to the United States after the war. Yoshimura lived in the age
of Le Corbusier, who said, “A house is a structure for living in(machines a habiter),” ushering
in the modernist trend that took the world by storm. Yoshimura, however, was unfazed by
this, and maintained a unique “residents’-based focus, which centered on people’s activities
surrounded by “fire (a fireplace), water (bathing and ponds), wind (ventilation), and wood
(garden/landscape),” valuing his own physical senses and tactile experience.

At all times, Yoshimura professed the importance of proportion. Proportion is not merely
a matter of structural dimensions, but has a larger meaning that indicates an economically
and temporally well-ordered state of balance. Haruko Sonoda (a person who lived in one of
his designed houses) describes her own residence as being “like a treasure chest that is fully
equipped with everything.” Yoshimura’s architectural spaces leave no question unanswered.
The clean flow of space feels entirely natural.

The “grace” that Yoshimura asks of architecture is something that is woven together and
nurtured over time. Times may change, but the “body” remains the same. As long as our
physical senses are intact, human beings will continue to appreciate the beauty of architecture
even as new technologies and trends in thought are woven into it. I hope that this opportunity

to experience Yoshimura’s thinking will find its way into the scope of your daily life.
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In Search of Spaces for the “Art of Living”:

Junzo Yoshimura’s Inheritance from Antonin Raymond

Hiroshi Matsukuma

(Professor, Kanagawa University / Professor Emeritus, Kyoto Institute of Technology)

On New Year’s Eve, December 31, 1919, Antonin Raymond accompanied Frank Lloyd Wright
on his first visit to Japan as an assistant designer for the Imperial Hotel (1923) planned for
Hibiya, Tokyo, and on that day, he witnessed the casual scenery of ordinary people’s daily lives
and a simple wooden townscape that still retained a strong atmosphere of Edo, before the
Great Kanto Earthquake of September 1, 1923, which burned everything to the ground. There,
Raymond saw the unconscious implementation of the “principles of architecture” that modern
architecture should aim for, which he later praised as the “art of living.” Thus, after only one
year, he left Wright, whom he had admired so much and studied under, to set up his own
business, and began to learn from Japanese wooden architecture on his own.

For Raymond, a foreigner then unfamiliar with Japan, 19-year-old Junzo Yoshimura, a
student at Tokyo Fine Arts School, must have seemed like an invaluable presence when he
appeared before Raymond in the summer of 1927, having been fascinated by a model of
Raymond’s residence that had appeared in a French architecture magazine. This is because
Yoshimura, who was born into a kimono merchant family in Ryogoku, Tokyo and had grown
up in a woodblock print-like landscape of white earthen storehouses, rows of willow trees,
and waterways — what Raymond called “the art of living” — and who continued to visit Kyoto,
Nara, and Shinshu to take measurements of private houses, was the best guide for learning
the essence of wood-frame culture. This encounter with Raymond would also lead to valuable
experiences for Yoshimura, who found himself in the workplace of an architect he had vaguely
admired, overseeing the building of a series of small houses that embodied the qualities of
Japanese wood construction from the modern perspective he learned from Raymond.

Moreover, from these beginnings, the efforts of these two men to learn from an architectural
culture shaped by a long history and traditions and apply it to the modern world would take
them beyond the borders of Japan. Their unlikely history continued in New Hope, a suburb
of Philadelphia on the East Coast of the United States, where Raymond, returning home on
the eve of the Pacific War due to the rapid deterioration of Japan-U.S. relations, had set up
his studio and home. In 1940, Yoshimura went to the U.S. alone to join Raymond at the
latter’s request. He was fascinated by the simple and practical barns and houses built by devout
Quakers, and designed houses that incorporated these features.

In 1948, Raymond returned to Japan and resumed his design activities, establishing a
unique style with the Tokyo branch of Reader’s Digest (1951) and his own wooden residence
and office (1952) that expressed the structural style and integrated the interior with the
exterior. Yoshimura, for his part, refined his own methods while incorporating the wisdom
from the past that he had gained in the U.S. Thus, the two sought a universal way to create a
space where people could lead humane lives, supported by the conviction that this can only be
discovered when it is rooted in the local culture and connected to history. At a time when we
have lost sight of the path to the “art of living” and have lost the familiar spaces on which we
rely, leading us deeper and deeper into confusion, their vision and architecture they left behind

continue to inspire and encourage us today.
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Junzo Yoshimura in America: Letters to Shiho Sakanishi

Atsuko Tanaka (Architectural historian)

In May 1940, Yoshimura went to the U.S. to oversee two projects for the Raymond office. The
first was a “tea room” in the Japan Institute, and the second was a plan for a memorial library
for U.S. Ambassador to Japan Hiroshi Saito. The Japan Institute was established in March
1939 on the 36th floor of the International Building at Rockefeller Center in New York City.
The facility was created “to help in overcoming bad feelings toward Japan due to ignorance”
in the face of worsening Japan-U.S. relations . Yoshimura prepared and sent 25 cases of
materials to the U.S. He then went to the U.S. before the materials arrived and supervised the
assembly on site, overseeing its completion at the end of October. Unfortunately, it was closed
in December 1941 due to the outbreak of the war between the U.S. and Japan [/,

The second project was to build a library room in the U.S. Library of Congress to commemo-
rate the first anniversary of the death of Hiroshi Saito, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary to the United States, who became ill and passed away in 1939 while working to improve
Japan-U.S. relations 131, Upon receiving the design request, Raymond wrote to Yoshimura
urging him to come to the U.S.%. Soon after settling in at the Raymond Farm in New Hope,
Yoshimura sent a letter to Shiho Sakanishi, who was then Director of the Japan Division of
the Library of Congress, in which he wrote, “It is a great honor for me to be involved in this
significant work ... I have been working on the design since my arrival at the end of last month
... Tam doing what little I can to express the true spirit and beauty of Japan.” (1940/6/12)5!

He would continue to send letters to Sakanishi describing his daily life and impressions of
the city while reporting on his progress — “I'm working on the drawings” (7/14), “I'm close to
finalizing the design of the proposal” (7/20), “I've finally finished the drawings” (8/1), “I sent
all the blueprints to the embassy” (8/4), etc. The 24 letters, which include statements such as
“The city of Boston has a calmness about it and is a good size for human habitation” (9/23)
and “I visited the Metropolitan Museum for four days and learned many things, and was
quite envious of New York in that respect” (1941/2/1), all exude an honest, sincere and warm
personality that is touching.

However, the project itself was abandoned due to the further deterioration of Japan-U.S.
relations. “T feel that a great opportunity for both countries has been lost,” Yoshimura wrote,
“But I am sure that our foundation work will prove useful some day.”[®) Having decided to
return to Japan, Yoshimura went to Chicago after meeting Sakanishi in Washington in July
1941, then flew to San Francisco, where he waited for more than a week before boarding the
Tatsuta Maru and returning to Japan on August 17, 1941.

After returning to Japan, he wrote in a letter, “The year or so I spent living in the United
States was a very valuable experience. I am very glad that I was able to broaden my narrow
outlook on life” (1941/10/13). His experience with the above two projects in particular served
as a prelude for his design of Shofuso (1954), which was built after the war at the Museum of
Modern Art in New York. Shofuso, with its emphasis on the relationship with the garden, is
a powerful expression of Japan by Yoshimura, who struggled to find a way to present Japanese

architecture in an indoor setting.

1 “Good-Will Institute Set Up Here by Japan”, NY Times, March 29, 1939.

2 According to William Whitaker, the tea room was later exhibited at the Brooklyn Museum of Art's "Japanese Folk
Art Exhibition” (1952).

3 Saito Room in Library”, Yomiuri Shimbun, January 2, 1939.

4 Letter from Raymond to Yoshimura, dated January 17, 1940 (University of Pennsylvania Architecture Archive,
Raymond Collection).

5 Mari Nakahara at the Library of Congress provided information on the Sakanishi Shiho archives.

6 Undated letter to Sakanishi.
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Yoshimura Junzd’s Enduring Flame between East and West

Ken Tadashi Oshima (Professor, University of Washington)

When it comes to fire, anyone who comes into its possession falls in love with it. This is an instinct
that has existed in humans’ bodies since ancient times. For one thing, if one lights a fire, the
atmosphere becomes totally enjoyable ).

The October 6, 1975 front page of the New York Times featured the Showa Emperor and
Empress sitting in front of the central fireplace of the residence at Pocantico Hill designed
by Yoshimura Junzo 121, The article noted the monarch’s visit was its “official inauguration,”
which actually followed Yoshimura’s 1968 preliminary design for a new Imperial Palace. The
clients had requested a “livable dwelling utilizing the merits of the Japanese timber house,”
where “the arrangement of furniture and the proportions of each room provide a sense of
scale that corresponds with daily life.”(®) In an exchange between East and West, the Emperor
and Empress shared tea at the hearth in dark lacquered cups with the clients but the it was
American black, not green and accompanied by both American and Japanese-style cookies.
For Yoshimura, this space represented the apex of his residential design process centered on the
hearth of the fireplace, evolving between his experiences between Japan and the United States
that began with the fundamental element of fire.

‘While Yoshimura would have likely been drawn to hibachi and takibi as a child, he
first designed and experienced spaces centered on fireplaces while working under Antonin
Raymond (1931-1941). Such designs ranged from the towering central stone fireplace in
the Troedsson House (1931) adjacent to Nikko Shrine to the fireplace wall shaping the living
room of the House in Montauk Point, New York (1941—-42). Yoshimura directly experienced
life centered on the fireplace in Raymond’s 1933 Raymond Summer Studio; while the warmth
of the fire would have reached the loft drafting spaces where Yoshimura worked, he could
also relax in the living space in front of the fireplace open to the mountain landscape. In
subsequently travelling to the United States, Yoshimura continued life and work between
the two fireplaces in the extended living/drafting space of Raymond’s transformation of a
Quaker farmhouse in New Hope, Pennsylvania (1939). The fireplaces both anchored the space
structurally and spiritually through its sounds, smells and sights. Yoshimura incorporated all of
these lessons in his own mountain lodge in Karuizawa (1962), featuring an outdoor fireplace
at the base, and indoor fireplace anchoring the upper living space. Yoshimura’s own sketch of
the villa’s section depicts his focus on the fireplace.

His sketch of the Residence at Pocantico Hills depicts an analogous section of an elevated
living space / fireplace and sloped roof, with an additional outdoor fireplace below. In refining
the design of the living room fireplace, Yoshimura integrated a slender wooden enclosure
with a delicate ellipsoidal flue leading to the sloped roof illuminated by a clerestory window
above. In counterpoint, the corner of the living room features a tokonoma as the Japanese
hearth beyond a setting of furnishings by George Nakashima. In balancing public and private
spaces, Yoshimura further designed a fireplace as the focal point of the master bedroom and a
family room fireplace shaped by a gently curved copper flue. In providing multiple foci inward
towards the fireplace and outward to the tokonoma, Yoshimura structured living between east
and west fundamentally centered on the primary element of fire to engender the dynamics of

human habitation.

1 Yoshimura Junzo, [k L/KERDEFE] (The Time of Fire, Water and Wood) Tokyo: Shinchosha, 2008, 77. Tk )
DI FHETOKEFFOILE R o TALL BIF S L) 3T h. SThIBE»LOAMOSROTIzH AR TL:

2 Lucinda Franks, “Hirohito samples American ways,” New York Times, October 6, 1975, 1.
3 Katayama Shinya, “Junzé Yoshimura,” Japan Architect 59, Aurumn 2005, 106.
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